Now that’s getting into your work

The architects of Team Haas
liked this renovation project:
so much they moved in

By Jeanne CLAIRE van Ryzin
American-Statesman Staff

ometimes it's what an architect doesn’t do
when renovating a building that is.the re-
ally important design decision.

Team Haas Architects let a Spartan 1950s
five-story office building at 11th Street and San
Jacinto Boulevard be what it wanted to be. No
camouflage, no disguise. . '

* But what the firm did do was effectively pop
open the boxy building and crown it with 4 new
glass and metal sixth floor. The result is a more.

transparent, more lively and ultimately more -

urbane structure,

The project won the Austin firm a 2001 honor '
award recently from the Austin Chapter of the -

American Institute of Architects, the third year
in row Team Haas has won the highest of the
annual awards.

“We were simply true to the building,” says .

Stan Haas, principal of the firm. “It had good

1950s bones and we just expanded on that.”
Once owned by the Veterans of Foreign Wars

organization and last occupied by a gubernato-

rial campaign, the cream-colored brick building §

had to be brought up to code, which meant in-
stalling new elevators and wheelchair-accessible
restrooms on each floor. Rather than use existing
space, the architects grouped the new features in
a 15foot-wide extensicn to the windowless east
side of the building. The extension is clad in dark
concrete panels that contrast with the existing
building’s light brick —a contrast that enhances
the original building, rather than competes with
it.

~'To bring more light to inside offices, the nar-
row strip windows onthe main facade, which had
awkwardly high silis, were enlarged and
reglazed. To control the intense sunlight, tiers of
new steel sunshades were added. Providing still

more natural light, a grid of new windows was’

punched through the formerly windowless north
and south sides.

Also heightening the new sense of {ranspar-

ency is the new glass and metal sixth floor, which
thearchitectstook up tc theheightlimitset by the

Capitol view corridor ordinance. A notched bal--

cony on the northwest corner offers an out-
standing view of the Capitol.

Haas said the design team directed its efforts

toward creating something sympathetic to the
vernacular mid-century modernism of the orig-
inal structure. “We really liked the building to
begin with,” Haas said. “Why would we wreck
it?”

In fact, the firm liked the building so much it
relocated there, leasing about one-third of the
fourth floor to create a 3,500-square-foot studio.
The désign of the finished space netted the firma
merit award from this year’s AIA competition.

In effect, Team Haas’ office is an inhabited
portfolio—one in which the architects’ ideas and

favorite materials are ¢cn display. “I think of our

office as our calling card,” Haas said.

That calling card might read: Good, quality
materials and design, but still kind of edgy — a
keen sense of geometry, but with some humor
and fun. .

Team Haas assembled a veritable catalog of
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Team Haas Architects took an ordinary 1950s five-story office building, below, and turned it
into an award-winning six-story celebration of light and transparency, above.
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materials to suggest possibilities to potential
clients. Fossilized limestone lines the confefrence
room walls, while perforated aluminuim panels
and galvanized fenceposts form a curving metal
screen that acts as a display wall for drawings
and also separates off the presentation space.
Recyclable carpet tiles are patterned to differ-
entiate public areas and work areas, and the
windowless reception area glows with light fil-
tered with acrylic panels.

“We see this space as reflecting our design
values,” Haas said. “If you're designing good of-
fice space, wouldn’t it make sense that you wolild

" want to work in good office space?”

Paul Bardag]
Perforated aluminum panels form a curving
metal screen that displays drawings and al-
so separates off the presentation space.
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